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DAY-01 (17/12/2014): Inauguration and Workshop 

 The theme of the first day was óUnderstanding 

Scientific Researchô. The day started off with an inaugural 

function in the presence of the chief guest Mr. Karma Singey, 

chief representative officer, South Zone, and the guest of 

honor Dr. Nandini Rajamani Robin, Co-director of 

IndiaBioscience. Also on the dais was Mr. Dhondup, Director 

of Tibetan Youth Hostel (TYH), Bangalore, and Dr. Tenzin 

Nyibum, Secretary, Tibetan Scientific Society.  

 Mr. Ngodup Tsering, Secretary, Department of Education, Dharamsala, who was to be 

the chief guest, had his flight from New Delhi cancelled at the last moment. However, he later 

sends us a written message, which was read out to all the participants.   

 Nearly eighty participants from different colleges and universities in India, including four 

students from the monastic institutions and four school students from TCV Bylakoppe attended 

the four day conclave. All the participants were provided accommodation either at the TYH or at 

a nearby guest house. The travel expenses, meals 

and accommodation for almost all the participants 

were provided with the fund raised by members of 

Tibetan Scientific Society (TSS).   

At 8:00 am, spot registrations were taken at the 

venue for the participants who turned up at the last 

moment.  By 9:00 am, the conclave hall was packed 

with inquisitive participants who have come a long 

way from different parts of India, most of them 

sacrificing their holidays for this event. The 

conclave was inaugurated by the chief guest with the traditional lighting of the butter lamp. 

Director of TYH, Mr. Dhondup, who has been very co-operative and supportive of our initiative, 

gave a welcome speech as a host and assured to extend any help during the four day conclave. 

Dr. Tenzin Nyibum, secretary of TSS, then gave a power point presentation on the objectives of 

TSS and updated on the activities and projects carried out by TSS since the societyôs 

establishment in 2008. This was followed by an address by the chief guest. Pointing out the 

specifics from Dr. Nyibumôs presentation, he 

applauded the reasons for forming the society and 

urged the members to continue with the 

commendable activities. Thereafter, Dr. Kalsang 

Tharpa, convener of TSC-III explained the objective 

of the conclave, along with brief descriptions about 

the programs of each of the four days of the 

conclave. The guest of honor Dr. Nandhini 

Rajamani Robin gave a detailed description about 

her organization, which focuses on promotion of 
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scientific research in India. The organization provides research funds and regularly advertises 

research openings. She took the e-mail contacts of all the participants so that they could also 

receive the email notifications that the organization sends out to registered Indian scienticts 

globally. The brief and formal inauguration was concluded with a óthank youô speech by Dr. 

Tenzin Pasang, a board member of TSS. 

 After the tea break, the programs kicked off with a presentation by Dr. Nandhini on the 

main theme of the conclave óUnderstanding Scientific Researchô. This workshop lasted the rest 

of the day, and was divided into three sessions. Dr. Nandhini did her PhD and post-doctoral work 

at Auburn University, USA. She comes with a lot of experience in presenting the aforementioned 

topic, and the theme of this conclave, at various Indiabioscience initiatives in the past.  

 To start off, Dr. Nandhini asked each participant to specify their majors and any 

particular interest. Many of them expressed interest in pursuing research in their field of study. 

The workshop was filled with interactions and activities. Dr. Nandhini asked questions to the 

participants, such as ówhat is researchô, ówhy do you want to pursue researchô, óhow can you do 

effective researchô, etc. The replies from the participants were spontaneous. They were given a 

casual and free space to speak out their thoughts on the subject of research. The answers to the 

questions posed to the participants were as diverse as there were participants hailing from 

different fields of science. During lunch time, Dr. Nandini appreciated the frank and spontaneous 

responses from the participants. She also added that the participants were open to accept and 

learn from others, and she looked forward to exactly this kind of spirit in next two sessions.  

 

                




